Distillery manager and Scotland cap at cricket who proved that age is no barrier

APPRECIATION

Archie Scott, cricketer. Born:
26 January 1918. Died: 1
November 2019, aged 101.

cotland’soldestcrick-

eting cap — and the

UK’soldestcandidate
to pass the advanced driving
test—died on1November, aged
101and nine months.

Archie Scott was a gunner
in the Second World War
and worked for almost halfa
centuryin thewhiskyindustry
(legally and illegally, distilling
_hisownillicitScotchattheage
- 0f92).Hebagged alastMunro
attheageof 85. Never farfrom
his thoughts were his deepest
loves of family, fishing, rugby
and cricket.

Despite his first name being
Andrew, he was always know
as Archie. Born in Liberton,
Edinburghin1918,bothheand
his older brother Jock were
introduced to the rugby ball
at an early age. Their father
was the legendary JMB Scott
who earned 21 caps for Scot-
land between 1907 and 1913 -
atatime when it was possible
to gain only five each season
-and went on to become an
internationalreferee, famous-
ly requiring a police escort
from a matchin Paris afteran
unpopulardecision. -

On their mother’s side was
Uncle Fred, FH Turner, who
frequently played alongside
JMB, won 15 caps and cap-
tained Scotland five times,
includingthelastCalcutta Cup
match before the First World
War.

After an early education at
Edinburgh Academy, Archie
went to Sedbergh School in
the wild beauty of Yorkshire.
These times ranked amongst
the happiest of his life — at
least, those spent outside the
classroom—filled with cricket
and rugby.

He excelled with the bat as
top scorer of the year and was
an exceptional fielder. Fast
and nippy on the rugby pitch,
heplayed scrum-halfor centre
withequaleaseand wasselect-
ed for Scottish Schoolboys.
Determined to captain the Ist
XV at Sedbergh he stayed on
an extra term, only to find the
previous season’s captainhad
changed hismindanddecided
to stay on too.

After school he worked as
a trainee distillery manag-
er for Scottish Malt Distill-
ers (now Diageo) but the war
intervened. (SMD generous-
ly continued to pay his £8 per
month salary throughout

his war service as a gunner.)
He joined the Royal Artillery
and after one abortive foray
into France which resulted
in a last-minute evacuation
from St Malo, he crossed the
Channel again on D-Day+17.

He took part in 11 named
battles and narrowly escaped
the shrapnel of a shell which
killed two companions in the
turret of a Sherman tank. He
also oncelooked down to find
hisheel onthehinge ofamine.

His fiercest and bloodiest
encounters with the Germans
tookplacebeyond theRhinein
the Reichswald.

His war ended in Bremen,
playing rugby for the British
Army of the Rhine. Back in
Scotland he continued his
training as assistant manag-
er at Aberfeldy, which afford-
ed him time to play rugby
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CHARACTER

Archie baggedalast
Munro at 85, distilled
his ownillicit Scotch
attheageof 92,and
boughtanewcar
whenhewas100

for Edinburgh Wanderers
and cricket for The Grange.
One evening in 1946 he was
rung up by aman he knew to
be secretary of the Scottish
Wayfarers Club which was
preparing a cricket tour of
Ireland. He'd been selected,
was he free to play? Unwill-
ing to ask his.employer for so
much time off, he declined.

At lunch the next day he
picked up the Evening News
whichhada‘StopPress’'report
on the Scottish XI chosen
to play Ireland in Cork —and
therewas hisname.

Unaware that the previous
evening’s caller was secretary
of both the Wayfarers and the
Scottish CricketUnion, henow
knew he’d turned down his
first chance at a Scottish cap!
He hastily phoned to explain
his mistake, onlytobe told his
place had been accepted by
another player.

However, the secretary said
he'd ask the other if he’'d be
willing to stand down —and,
magnanimously, he agreed.
So Archie got his cap, driv-
ing three fours through extra
cover and making the third
highestscore, thematch being
drawn.

In 1952, he married Anne
Donald, a nurse he met while
recovering from an ulcer

operation. She was the twin
sister of the renowned golfer
Jean Donald, who was a mul-
tiple Scottish Champion and
Curtis Cup player, amongst
otheraccolades.

There were concerns that
the event might be reported
as “Son of well-known rugby
internationalist weds sister
of famous golfer’! By this time
Archie was manager of Banff
distillery.

Over 43 years of working’
for SMD, he became a direc-
tor and his responsibilities
latterly focused on safety and
training.

Ahighlyprincipled man, his
concern for the welfare of the
company’s workers was not
always popularathead office.
Hefoughtahard campaignto
improve the 500-odd hous-
es the workers rented, few
of which had bathrooms or
inside lavatories.

On one occasion, when
repeated reports about his
concerns over unprotect-
ed machinery and conveyor
belts at a Highland distillery
continued to be ignored, he
called in the factory inspec-
tor, who immediately closed
down production for a week
until the remedies had been
implemented. His superiors
werefurious, butsuchwasthe
man he was.

In later life he continued his
love of driving cars, fishing
and hill walking—thelatter he
pursued ardently and long,
scaling Ben More on Mull
when85. -

Three months short of his
93rd birthday he became
concerned that insurers
might say he was too old to
drive, so he sat his advanced
driving test. He passed easily
and becamethe oldest person
in the UK to achieve this
demanding certificate.

He remained an excellent
driver,and anoptimist, buying
a new car (a little Citroen)
shortly after his 100th birth-
day.

His 68-year marriage ended
in June this year when Anne
died, aged 98. He is survived
byhisdaughter,Jane,andson,
Alastair.

Icanseehimyet, on awalk,
unaware I'm looking, tak-
ing up his stick which he
occasionally carried but sel-
dom used other than as now,
executing his trademark
square cut and dispatching
animaginaryballtoadistant
boundary - one of the few
boundaries that he recog-
nised.
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