
The latest Sedbergh timeline looks at the role Sedbergh and 

Sedberghians have played throughout the world and the impact of  

international affairs on the School. The agreement in 2017 to establish 

a school in China highlights the impact Sedbergh has in an increasingly 

globalised world. We recognise that many OS will have been left off  this 

Timeline who should have been included, please do send us any 

information that we can use in the next updated version. 

William Smith
c.1652

From Enniskillen. First known 

pupil from overseas to come to 

Sedbergh School. 

William Crackanthorpe 
c.1804

Met Napoleon on Elba 

the day before latter 

escaped; a cousin of  

Wordsworth.

Joseph Russell
c.1817

First recorded pupil from 

Jamaica, West Indies.

Francis Maude
1840-42 

First recorded pupil from 

Cape Town, South Africa.

Edward Taylor
1857-60  

First recorded émigré to the 

USA; to Jacksonville, Florida.

Mons Wendlin 
1871

First recorded Master from 

overseas, he was an ardent 

French patriot and at Sedbergh 

he published a clever brochure 

entitled La voix de l’Alsace.

Arnold Mathew
c.1780 

First recorded European pupil from 

Paris. Emigrated to India, entered 

Bengal Artillery, appointed Fort 

Adjutant at Agra, later Deputy 

Commissary General of  Ordnance at 

Fatehgarh. Converted to Islam and 

gave up the Earldom of  Llandaff.

Edward Holme
c.1783

First recorded émigré to Europe. 

English physician who studied at the 

University of  Gottingen, Germany.

Edmund Sharpe
1827-29 

Awarded a Worts Travelling Scholarship 

in 1832 which enabled him to travel to 

Germany and France for 3 years. Built a 

tramway in Switzerland and a railway 

from Perpignan to the Pyrenees. His 

architectural practice, Sharpe and Paley 

designed the School boarding houses 

and chapel.

Colin G Trapnell, OBE

Hart House 1920-25

Co-founded the Oxford University 

Exploration Club in 1927 and organised its 

first expedition to Greenland in 1928. As 

ecologist for the Colonial Office, he was 

posted to Northern Rhodesia where he 

mapped the soil, vegetation and agriculture 

of  the country – the first survey of  its kind. 

Set up the Trapnell Fund for Environmental 

Field Research in Africa at the University  

of  Oxford.

Freddie Spencer Chapman, DSO

Lupton House 1921-26

Explorer – British Arctic Air Route Expedition 

1930, Greenland Expedition and Lapland 

Expedition 1932 and Himalayas 1936. Behind 

enemy lines in Malaysia 1942-45. Taught at 

Gordonstoun School where Prince Philip was one 

of  his pupils. Set up the King Alfred School, Plön, 

Germany and was Headmaster of  St Andrew’s 

College, Grahamstown, South Africa 1956-61.

J Blake Dalrymple
Evans House 1925-29

Born in Glasgow. From 1935 he 

travelled and filmed in the Baltic, 

South America and Africa. Emigrated 

to Rhodesia in 1950. Regarded by 

many as southern Africa’s greatest 

documentary filmmaker. 

Sir Maurice Dorman, GCMG GCVO

School House 1926-30

The representative of  the British 

Monarchy in Tanzania, Trinidad and 

Tobago, Sierra Leone and Malta. He 

was a Knight Grand Cross of  the 

Maltese Order of  Merit.

1935

The Doon School, Uttarakhand, India was 

established with John Martyn, son of  Evans 

Housemaster A. J. K. Martyn, as Deputy 

Headmaster. When he took over as Headmaster 

he recreated the atmosphere and ethos of  Evans 

House. He included many Sedbergh outdoor 

pursuits such as cricket, running and hill walking 

into the daily life of  the school.

The Right Reverend Christopher 

Luxmoore
Powell House 1940-44

Served in the army 1944-47 in India, 

aide-de-camp to General Rankin in 

Calcutta. Crossed the Himalayas on a mule 

while on a delegation to the Abbot of  

Gyansei. Eight years as a rector in Trinidad. 

Bishop of  Bermuda 1984-89.

Sir David Edward, KCMG PC QC FRSE

Sedgwick House 1948-53

Specialist Adviser to the House of  Lords 

Select Committee on the European 

Communities, inaugural Judge of  the new 

European Court of  First Instance, Judge of  

the European Court of  Justice. Awarded the 

Distinguished Cross, first class, Order of  St. 

Raymond of  Peñafort (Spain) and Officer of  

the Legion of  Honour and Chevalier de 

l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (France). 

Glencairn Balfour Paul, CMG 
Hart House 1931-36

Served in the Sudan Political Service as a 

District Commissioner before joining the 

Diplomatic Service in 1955. Appointed 

Ambassador to Iraq in 1969, 

Ambassador to Jordan in 1972 and 

Ambassador to Tunisia 1975-77. 

Sir Hugh Cortazzi, GCMG MA BA

Sedgwick House 1936-41

Posted by the Foreign Office to Bonn, 

Singapore, Tokyo and Washington 

DC. In the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office 1975-80. 

Appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador 

to Japan 1980. Ambassador from the 

UK to Japan, President of  the Asiatic 

Society of  Japan and Chairman of  the 

Japan Society of  London.

The Right Honourable Lord 

Waddington (David), GCVO PC QC DL 

Winder House 1944-47

Conservative MP who was Home 

Secretary and Leader of  the House 

of  Lords. Made a life peer in 1990. 

Governor of  Bermuda 1992-97. 

Peter Fuchs
Powell House 1953-59

Followed in his father’s 

footsteps by visiting 

Antarctica. He manages the 

Fuchs Foundation which aims 

each year to take teachers and 

young people to the Antarctic 

and Arctic (and also 

Greenland and Iceland) to 

undertake scientific research.

Duncan Pescod GBS JP

Powell House 1973-77

CEO of  the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority, Hong 

Kong. Has over 33 years of  service with the Hong Kong 

Government, during which he served in various positions, 

including as the Hong Kong Government representative to the 

European Communities, Permanent Secretary for Commerce and 

Industry and Permanent Secretary for Housing cum Director of  

Housing. Appointed Justice of  the Peace in 2008. Awarded the 

Gold Bauhinia Star in 2013 for services to Hong Kong.

Alistair (Jim) Muir
Powell House 1961-66

Journalist. 1974-90 covered the conflict in Beirut. 

Reported on the conflicts during the Gulf  War and 

in Bosnia. Since 1996 he has been the BBC’s 

Middle East correspondent. 2010, received the 

MBI Lifetime Achievement Award at the 

International Media Awards.

Robert Swan OBE

Winder House 1970-74

First man to walk to the North and South poles. Has been a 

UN Environment Program Goodwill Ambassador, 

UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Youth and Special 

Envoy to the Director General of  UNESCO. In 2017 he 

was the winner of  UN NOVUS Award for contributing to 

17 Sustainable Development Goals and completed the 

South Pole Energy Challenge. 2015 winner of  the 

Humanitarian Innovation Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Founder of  ‘2041’, a company dedicated to the preservation 

of  the Antarctic. 2019/20 undertaking a voyage from the 

Thiel Mountains in Antarctica to the South Pole.

Alex Maling
Lupton House 2006-10

First girl hockey and 

lacrosse international, 

played for Wales.

Rebecca Glen 
Robertson House 2007-09

First girl cricket international, 

played for Scotland 2017. 2008

The School started 

fundraising for Medic 

Malawi, helping to fund  

St Andrews hospital, a clinic 

and an orphanage in 

Mtunthama, rural Malawi. 

2012

The School welcomed the first 4 pupils 

from Pembroke House, a British boarding 

school in Kenya. There are now 35 pupils 

from the school who have flourished at 

Sedbergh in the classroom and sports fields 

producing several school prefects and in 

2016 the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place Wilson 

Runners in the girl’s race.

2013

Sedbergh set up a close link 

with Restart Africa, a charity 

which helps homeless children 

in Gilgil, Kenya.  
2017

Sedbergh signed the 

agreement to develop a 

School in Fuzhou, China.

2018

Rong Qiao Sedbergh 

School opens.

Abbie Scott
Robertson House 2009-11

First girl rugby international, 

made her debut for England in 

2015. Since played in the 2017 

Women’s Rugby World Cup 

and the 2018 Women’s Six 

Nations. In 2019 she helped 

England win the Women’s Six 

Nations Grand Slam, scoring 

tries against Wales and Italy.

Sir Stephen O’Brien KBE

Hart House 1970 – 1975

After Emmanuel College Cambridge he practiced as a Solicitor in London. 

Was international industrial business Executive and MP for Eddisbury, 

Cheshire for 16 years, including serving as Minister for International 

Development and as the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy to the Sahel, 

Africa. Vice-President Liverpool School of  Tropical United Nations. 

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs & 

Emergency Relief  Coordinator 2015-17. Appointed as a non-executive 

director of  the Department for International Trade in 2019.

Alastair Scott
Sedgwick House 1967-72 

Spent 5 years hitchhiking 

round the world, for the most 

part wearing a kilt, visiting 60 

countries on 6 continents. 

Cycled 5000 miles behind the 

Iron Curtain, made a winter 

sled dog traverse of  Alaska, 

rowed a Highland birlinn 

through the Hebrides, made 

solo circumnavigations of  

Ireland and the Faroes. 

Author of  many travel books.  

Christian Bjelland
Winder House 1967-72

Norwegian industrialist and art collector. 

Former Chairman of  The National Museum of  

Art in Oslo, Norway and former Honorary 

Consul General for Finland. Knight, 1st class  

of  the Royal Norwegian Order of  St. Olav and 

Knight, 1st Class of  the Order of  the White 

Rose of  Finland and Knight Commander of  

the Order of  the Lion of  Finland.

1939

Sedbergh School Canada was founded by 

OS Frank Duxbury (SH 1912-18) in 

Montebello, Quebec. It offered 

coeducation programmes and boarding 

facilities for Canadian and international 

students with an emphasis on outdoor 

pursuits. It closed down in June 2010.

1953

First known international exchange visit 

was from Appleby College, Ontario 

Canada in July. They had come to Britain 

for the Coronation.

Godfrey Weir
School House 1949-54

Civil Engineer whose work took him to 

Nigeria, Ghana and Sierra Leone. Now 82, 

he volunteers for construction and 

renovation projects in Cambodia, St Lucia, 

Nepal, the Philippines and Costa Rica.

1971

First expedition 

outside of  Europe 

was to Peru. 

1977

First international tour for a sports team was a 

rugby tour to Narbonne, France. Team managed 

by Brooke Dowse and played 3 matches – 

Sedbergh v 1976 French U17 national 

champions score: 16 - 12, Sedbergh v local 

technical college score: 34 – 8, Sedbergh v local 

team from Sigean: score 12 -7. The group visited 

a vineyard where they tested the ‘excellent’ wine 

before going to the seaside for a swim.

1953

CCF mountaineering trip to the Swiss Alps led 

by Austin Boggis which included climbing the 

Jungfrau. An ice pick from the expedition is 

held in the School archive collection.

K John McCracken
Sedgwick House 1952-57

A leading African historian and Malawi expert he 

contributed substantially to our understanding of  

the colonial period in Africa. His work ‘A History of  

Malawi 1859-1966’ is the outstanding study of  

Malawi’s colonial history and regarded as among 

the best single-country histories ever written about 

any African nation. A past President of  the African 

Studies Association of  the UK and founding 

Director of  the Centre of  Commonwealth Studies.

Edward Eyre
1828-30 

First recorded émigré to Australia. 

A land explorer and colonial 

administrator. Lieutenant-

Governor of  New Munster 

Province, New Zealand. Governor 

of  several Caribbean islands. 

Controversial Governor of  Jamaica 

when the Morant Bay Rebellion 

took place – a major turning point 

in Jamaica’s history.

Ronald Stevenson 
Sedgwick House 1885-91

First international rugby union 

player, played for Scotland.

1924-25

Earliest known international 

School trip was ski-ing in 

Switzerland over the New Year.

Sir Archibald Strong
1891 

Scholar, author, poet and teacher from 

Melbourne, Australia. Published his 

address to the International Conference 

on Education. Knighted in 1925 for 

contributions to the literary and dramatic 

arts. Described as Australia’s ‘most highly 

cultured’ and ‘most widely-read’ man.

Norman Mitchell-Innes
Sedgwick House 1882-85

First England International 

from Sedbergh, cricketer. 

Amateur Golf  Champion of  

India 1893-4.

Henry Whigham
Sedgwick House 1882-88

Moved to Chicago in 1895 and 

won the US Amateur Golf  

Championship in 1896 & 1897. 

War correspondent in China, 

Manchuria and Korea. Reported 

on national and international golf  

championships. Authored books on 

international politics and conflict.

Dr Arthur Wakefield
Sedgwick House 1890-94

Reached the North Col of  

Mount Everest as a member 

of  General Charles Bruce’s 

1922 expedition. Provided 

medical care to his comrades 

who included George 

Mallory. Awarded Olympic 

medal for mountaineering at 

the 1924 Winter Olympics in 

Chamonix.

George Sheriff OBE 
Evans House 1912-16

Botanist, travelled primarily to the Nepal 

region on botanical missions, recording many 

significant new species and sending samples to 

Kew Gardens. Vice-consul of  Kashgar, 

Chinese Turkestan and British Representative 

in Lhasa, Tibet, during WW2.

Pierre and Leopold Denis 
School House 1915-17

A note is written beside their 

names in the original 

admission register: “brothers 

Refugees from the German 

invasion of  Belgium”.

Sir J Hubert Worthington
Lupton House 1900-05

Appointed by the Imperial War Graves 

Commission as principal architect for Egypt 

and north Africa. The cemetery at El 

Alamein, which contains more than 7,000 

graves, was designed by Worthington; as was 

the Heliopolis War Cemetery. Designed the 

Sedbergh School Cloisters.

General Sir Robert Cassels,  
GCB, GCSI, DSO

Lupton House 1891-93

Born in Bombay. Indian Army 

Commander-in-Chief  and a Member 

of  the Executive Council of  the 

Governor-General of  India. Knight 

Grand Cross of  the Order of  the Bath 

and Knight Grand Commander of  

the Order of  the Star of  India.

Francis Griffith
School House 1875-78

An eminent British Egyptologist.  

The Egypt Exploration Fund (EEF) 

funded Griffith through a scholarship. 

Professor of  Egyptology at Oxford 

University 1924-32. The Griffith 

Institute at the Ashmolean Museum 

in Oxford was established in 1939.

Henry Beverley
1854-58

Served in the Indian Civil Service 

for 36 years, including as 

Superintendent of  the first census 

of  Bengal in 1872 and the census 

of  Calcutta in 1876, and Judge of  

the High Court, Calcutta. 

Henry Clarke
c.1860

Co-wrote ‘History of  Sedbergh 

School 1525-1925’ with 

Headmaster W. N. Weech. 

Dedicated the Cloisters in capacity 

as Archbishop. 1903 emigrated to 

Australia. 1905 became first 

Archbishop of  Melbourne and 

Metropolitan of  Victoria. 
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Jeremy Bedford
Hart House 1981-86

Sedbergh’s first Morehead-Cain 

Scholar, which enabled him to 

study at the University of  North 

Carolina. Jeremy has been 

Foundation Chairman since 2014.

Zainab Abbas
Robertson House 2007-09

The first Sedbergh pupil to attend on a Court of  Crown 

Prince International Scholarship (Bahrain). Studied 

Biomedical Engineering at Imperial College London, 

followed by a Masters in Organizational Behaviour at 

London School of  Economics. Now works as Director of  

the St Giles Experience Program overseeing UK, USA & 

Australia St Giles Hotel properties.

Imogen Schofield 
Robertson House 2007 – 2012

Awarded Morchead-Cain 

Scholarship to University of  

North Carolina.

2008

First active international 

marketing done by the 

School and attendance of  

first overseas recruitment 

fair in Hong Kong.

2011

The first Sedbergh International Summer School. 

To date, has welcomed about 600 students from 

more than 20 countries from as far afield as 

Kazakhstan, Argentina and Hong Kong. 

2015

100 orphans relocated to a new 

orphanage a short walk from 

Pembroke House in Gilgil. The 

nursery wing and all the shower and 

toilet facilities were funded by 

Sedbergh School’s fundraising 

activities. This relationship will 

continue to grow.

Courtney Savage
Lupton House 2012-14

First girl netball international, 

played for England.

Published in 2020

1889

Egyptian mummy found near Fayoum 

donated to Sedbergh School by Sir Colin 

Scott-Moncrieff  KCSI KCMG, a British 

engineer.

American

Australian

Austrian

Bahraini

Belgian

Bermudan

British

Canadian

Chilean

Chinese

Dutch

French

German

HK Chinese

Indian

Irish

Italian

Japanese

Kazakhstani

Kenyan

Latvian

Lithuania

Malaysian

Mexican

Nigerian

Russian

Spanish

Swiss

Thai

Ugandan

Zimbabwean

Nationalities of pupils 2019/20:

Joinery instruction –  

Pokhara, Nepal


